INTRODUCTION
Triatoma sórdida is a reduviid extensively distributed throughout the South American continent4. It is found in domestic as well as in wild environments. In the first case, it is usually found around dwellings, its preferred habitat being the poultry yard, but in can also be found in pigsties, corrais and other places adjacent to human dwellings. In São Paulo State, Brazil, T. sórdida was found establishing colonies inside houses3, 8' 14 . In Goiás State, Formosa County, Brazil, specimens o f this species of triatomids were found in a house by Carvalho et al2. However, these authors did not mention the developmental stage in which these insects were found. M ello10 in 1976, has found adult specimens of T. sórdida in houses in the same county. The author believes that, in this situation, the insects might have been attracted by light. In a wild environment T. sórdida was found in São Paulo State by Correa et al3 in 1959, Barreto1 in 1966, Forattini et al8, in 1971.
As fo r its place in the epidemiology of Chagas disease, T. sórdida is considered a secondary vector of Trypanosoma cruzi3 ■ 4. However, its significance was considered by Rocha e Silva et al14. and Forattini et al8. These investigators observed that the elimination o f populations o f T. infestans in a domes tic environment w ith BHC favors an increase in populations of T. sórdida.
L ittle is known about the biology o f T. sórdida. Pinto13 was the first to study some aspects o f the biology of this hemipterous insect. Dias6, in 1955, reported briefly on the life cycle of this species in the laboratory. Perlowagora-Szumlewicz11' 12 analysed some aspects of the biology of T.sordida under laboratory condition, and compared it with other species of triatomids.
It is eviderit that laboratory research is necessary in order to better understand the implications of T. sórdida in the transmission of T. cruzi. Taking this fact into consideration, the author's objectives w ill involve a series of laboratory studies on several aspects of the 
Origin o f the population studied
The population o f T. sórdida studied in this paper was originated from a female insect caught in the field, already laying eggs. This female came from a place about 156 km northeast o f Brasília, DF, Brazil on the BR-020 highway. A poultry yard, approximately 12 m from a human dwelling, was the habitat where is was found. The number o f individuais from first instar nymph to adult was 250, which corresponds to 82.1% o f ali the eggs laid by the original female.
Maintenance o f the population
The population studied was fed once a week on pigeons. The insects were left on the bird fo r about 20 minutes, in a dark environment
The population was kept in the follow ing contai ners: a) First and second instar nymphs -plastic containers measuring 5,5 cm in diameter by 5,0 cm in height b) Third, fourth and fifth instar nymphsglass containers measuring 10,5 cm in diameter by 9,5 cm in height c) Adults -glass containers measuring 24,5 cm in diameter by 14,0 cm in height Inside the containers there were cardboard accordions and their openings were closed w ith an elastic-bordered screen.
The entire population was kept in an insectarium w itho ut light, 4 m long by 2,10 m wide by 3,20 m high.
The temperature and relative hum idity were controlled by a thermohidrograph (With, Lambrecht KG). During the observation period the mean temperature was 23.7°C and the relative hum idity was 74,1%.
Daily observations were made and duly annotated.
For the statistical analysis o f the cycle length and o f the different stages, the number o f observation days was grouped in a class/interval, the means being calculated in groups of data.
Com patibility test was used fo r the cases where a certain number o f individuais had a different cycle length from the m ajority o f the population studied.
RESULTS
The complete cycle length from egg to adult lasted an average o f 213 days.
The egg incubation period is shown in table 1. The mean was 23.2 (± 1.4) ( Table 3) with 82,5% o f viable eggs (555 observed and 458 hatched).
The days of occurence o f ecdyses, grouped in a class interval fo r the 5 stages are shown in table 2. Overall m ortality was 18,8%.
The female/male ratio was 115/88 w ith a sexual rate o f 1.3.
The ecdyses which lasted more than 100 days were as follows:
The metamorphoses o f 3rd instar nymphs were observed at 115, 150, 178, 245, 248 days; the metamorphoses o f 4th instar nymphs were observed at 113, 115, 135 (2) The results of the com patibility test used in the analysis of the insects which had ecdyses higher than 100 days, indicated that these are not compatible w ith the m ajority o f the popu lation. 
